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BASKETBALL NEW ZEALAND MESSAGES

From the Chair
and Chief Executive

Like everyone in New Zealand and
across the globe, the COVID-19

pandemic caused major disruption
to Basketball New Zealand (BBNZ)

The Board and management moved
quickly to adjust to the constantly
changing environment. Staff
continued to work hard across a
range of initiatives to ensure that
Brian Yee basketball's profile was strong. The
Chair team worked tirelessly to ensure
we kept our sponsors, funders and
media partners happy, and that
we maintained a regular flow of
information from central government
to our members as COVID-19 levels
changed, and funding and support
packages were announced. We would
like to record our thanks to the staff
who voluntarily took a salary cut
of 20% during the peak COVID-19
months, but continued to work hard
for the benefit of the sport.

lain Potter
Chief Executive

Despite initial forecasts, all the

great work saw BBNZ increase its
commercial revenues during 2020.
This remarkable achievement during
the global pandemic was thanks

to some innovative thinking by
BBNZ and partners. In fact, we have
been successful in carrying all our
commercial partners forward into
2021 at the same or greater levels
of support due to the enhanced
profile basketball achieved through
2020. An example of this was the
launch and completion of the ‘Schick
Everyday Ballers' initiative — a great
success that we will see more of
over 2021 and beyond.

BBNZ's commercial success and
range of funding initiatives from the
Government, together with major
savings in our high performance area
due to the fact we couldn't send our
national teams abroad, contributed
to a strong surplus at year end. This
surplus will hold us in good stead as
2021 will be a very testing time.
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during 2020 and continues to do so.

Many international events that

should have occurred in 2020 have
been rolled into 2021. The Board

has taken the view that a break-even
position over the combined 2020 and
2021 period would represent a very
good result.

Multiple women’s and men’s NBL
events were highlights, as well as

the inaugural Schick National 3X3
Cup. These three events provided
innovative formats that helped capture
the public’s attention. Collectively
they provided several months of
positive profile with record-breaking
attention for basketball.

Regrettably, we were required

to cancel several events due to
COVID-19 restrictions, including
the Secondary School National
Championships, which was a
necessary but tough pill to swallow.
Thankfully, we saw the Aon U15
and U17 Nationals being played -
congratulations to the Associations
that competed and those that won.

On the international scene, we started
the year with an awesome Tall Blacks
win over Australia in Australia, a

rarely achieved feat. As it turned out,
this was to be the final international
activity for the year, though we did
hold a Sky Sport Tall Ferns Showcase
during the Sal's NBL Showdown finals
in Auckland to stage our growing pool
of female talent.

Sport New Zealand (Sport NZ) secured
strong support from the Government
for the sporting sector as a response
to COVID-19. This included a range of
initiatives, with the largest being the
‘Strengthen and Adapt’ project. This
required BBNZ to invest considerable
time over the last few months of

the year, and into 2021, on research,
consultation and consideration of
ideas that could help basketball take
some positive strides forward. We are
looking forward to seeing that project
play out over the next three years.



Many of our Associations and
regional teams faced a difficult year
as traditionally reliable revenue
streams were halted. Thankfully

the majority have managed to get
through, although not without some
setbacks. The Government's relief
funding certainly helped save a
number of Associations. We want to
acknowledge the Associations as they
continue to serve their communities
and look to lift the game in their areas
with competitions, and development

opportunities for coaches and officials,

to provide more opportunities for
young people — especially girls — and
for their commitment to supporting
the national structure they are a part
of. Thank you for your work and
support.

We also extend our thanks to those in
the community who have supported
BBNZ and the wider game. As a sport,
we can only thrive if we do so with
unity. To the volunteers — including
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community coaches, referees and
officials, parents running their kids
back and forth from the courts,
volunteer administrators — thank you.
Basketball cannot exist in this country
without your collective devotion and
passion for the sport. You are the
heart of the game and a big part of
our mission to see a hoop in the heart
of every neighbourhood.

Looking ahead to 2021, COVID-19

is still a major factor that will impact
international projects. New Zealand's
borders are tightly controlled and
athletes cannot come and go. Within
our borders, we have more freedom
and opportunity. We continue to look
for the best ways to work and thrive.
The Strengthen and Adapt team is
working hard as we look to alter our
strategic direction in line with our
community research and Sport NZ's
expectations. To succeed, the projects
outlined in the plan will require the
support and determination from

v 4
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many within the wider basketball
community. With that support,

the approved Strengthen and

Adapt projects will foster more
basketball opportunities for more
New Zealanders and, therefore,
more opportunities for the sport of
basketball as participation, presence
and love of the game increases.

Brian Yee
Chair

lain Potter
Chief Executive
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COVID-19

The 2019 Annual Report outlined
a tremendous year with events,
viewership, sponsors, revenue,
participation and new projects
at an all-time high. However, by
March 2020 all that good work
was threatened by COVID-19,
with the very real possibility of
not hosting events, not meeting
partner agreements and basketball
coming to a standstill.

BBNZ staff began an ongoing process of
monitoring, assessing, providing advice,
then re-planning and re-shaping. As
alert levels changed and restrictions
were set in place, revenue streams were
impacted and BBNZ looked to adjust.

DECEMBER 2019

o}

As early as 1 December 2019 cases of
pneumonia of an unknown cause surface
in Wuhan, China. It's not until 31 December
that the World Health Organization (WHO)
is told about the rising cases.

JANUARY 2020

o}

7 January
A new type of coronavirus is identified and
isolated by Chinese authorities.

13 - 20 January
Cases rapidly increase and spread through
Thailand, Japan and South Korea.

17 January

Three-day BBNZ High Performance
Coaches’ Conference begins in Auckland
with 55 coaches.

18 January
3X3 Quest Tour played in West Auckland.

21 January
National Maori Basketball tournament
takes place in Rotorua.

Basketball New Zealand
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The full effects of our 'new normal’
were really felt in March 2020, when
social distancing restrictions were
introduced, meaning sport could
not continue to operate as usual.
International and local events were
halted and BBNZ issued advice to
halt community basketball.

The first event to be cancelled was
the 3X3 Secondary School National
Championships that, with record
registrations in place, was set to be
the biggest 3X3 champs ever. The
postponement of the NBA brought
home the financial realities — revenue
ceased and, with a view to surviving
the challenges ahead, BBNZ staff
voluntarily went to 80% of their
salaries. Associations felt the early
realities of funding drying up too.

23 January

Cases worldwide rise to 581, with further
spread in Taiwan, Hong Kong, Macau and
United States.

25 January
Three cases reported in Australia.

30 January
New Zealand Government charters a flight
to evacuate New Zealanders from Wuhan.

FEBRUARY

1 February
3X3 Quest Tour played in North Auckland.

3 February

New Zealand Government places entry
restrictions on foreign nationals travelling
from, or transiting through, mainland
China. Those who can enter New Zealand
must self-isolate for 14 days.

6 February

The chartered flight carrying 193 evacuees
from Wuhan touches down in Auckland.
Passengers are quarantined for 14 days

at a naval base in Whangaparaoa.

Three-day BBNZ Junior National
Selection Camp begins in Rotorua
with 140 athletes plus 50 coaches and
support staff.

8 February
Two New Zealanders aboard cruise ship
in Japan confirmed to have the virus.

The New Zealand Government's wage
subsidy and resilience funding were core
to keeping Associations alive and able to
survive the worst of the lockdown.

BBNZ then had to cancel one of its biggest
annual events — the Secondary School
National Championships. FIBA halted
events and Kiwi fans did not get to see the
Tall Blacks host Hong Kong and Australia —
games that were scheduled for November
as part of the Asia Cup Quialifiers.

Thanks to innovative thinking, good
leadership, good communication with

our supporters, and working to get the
most out of 2020 without putting people’s
health at risk, BBNZ managed to get a
number of events played and met many
of our contractual obligations. Ours was
one of the few winter team sports that

11 February

WHO names the disease COVID-19, short
for ‘coronavirus disease 2019°. Now 43,103
confirmed cases worldwide.

20 February
Tall Blacks beat Australia in Brisbane to
start their Asia Cup qualifying campaign.

22 February
3X3 Quest Tour played in Wellington.

23 February
Tall Blacks beat Guam in Yigo Village to
go two from two in Asia Cup Qualifiers.

28 February
New Zealand reports its first confirmed
case of COVID-19.

29 February

Health staff start meeting direct flights from
Hong Kong, Japan, South Korea, Singapore
and Thailand. Some supermarkets are
swamped by people buying toilet paper,
hand sanitiser and tinned food.

MARCH

1 March
3X3 Quest Tour played in Dunedin.

4 March
The second confirmed New Zealand case
is reported.



completed national league events (NBL
men’s and women's), initiated a new
event (Schick 3X3 Cup), and ensured that
some age group national games were
played.

Sport NZ's relief funding was a big factor
to support these events. However, this
support got off to a shaky start when
Sport NZ announced $4.6 million for
clubs and competitions in an initial wave
of relief funding, but excluded the NBL
while, at the same time, allocating

$2.2 million to netball (who run a
semi-professional league very similar to
basketball). The basketball community
felt the viability of the NBL was
threatened and the disagreement was
very public. Later in the year Sport NZ
allocated $500,000 to the League, saving
the 2020 season and ensuring the NBL's

contractual obligations to sponsors and
broadcasters could be met.

With New Zealanders committing to
alert levels and working hard to stop
the spread of COVID-19, the year
finished almost as well as could be
expected considering the challenges
faced. Basketball's presence was

on the rise again with a number of
games broadcast and the 3X3 Quest
Tour running in communities around
New Zealand. The NBA also resumed,
including TAB funding.

Globally, the situation remains
distressing. By Christmas 2020 much of
Europe was in lockdown. International
basketball is still under threat, with

Asia Cup Qualifying windows being
played, but not without the spread of

COVID-19. The year finished with the

Tall Blacks considering travelling outside
of a New Zealand, which is relatively

free of COVID-19, into the Philippines in
February 2021 to meet FIBA's expectations.

The year was a whirlwind.
Unprecedented. 2021 is still uncertain.

Note: the following is not a
comprehensive COVID-19 timeline,
but covers key moments and decisions
affecting basketball in New Zealand.

KEY

Unboxed Key moments nationally
and internationally.

Boxed Key decisions affecting

basketball in New Zealand.

FIBA cancel or postpone a number of
events, including FIBA 3X3 Olympic
Qualifying Tournament and the FIBA
U16 Asian Championships, which affect
New Zealand teams. First official BBNZ
COVID-19 update is sent out.

FIBA cancels 3x3 OQT and FIBA U16
Asian Championships. U17 World Cup
qualifications go to ranking system

— New Zealand and Japan U17 boys’
teams tied and expected to play off for
qualification the U17 World Cup (date/
location TBA). New Zealand U17 women
do not qualify due to world ranking.

5 March

BBNZ send second COVID-19 update
advising membership to check
cancellation policies with their insurers
and reinforce public health messaging.

7 March
3X3 Quest Tour played in Christchurch.

8 March

More than 100 countries have reported
cases. Italy prepares to lockdown 16 million
citizens.

11 March
WHO declares official pandemic.

The NBA announces suspension of
2019-20 season, signalling financial
implications for BBNZ and the TAB.

12 March
FIBA announces all FIBA competitions
are suspended.

13 March

Men'’s 3X3 New Zealand team
withdrawn from Australia preparation
event and rushed back to New Zealand
before border restrictions are in place.

14 March

In the morning, Sal's NBL announces that
more than 50 of the League's players
across both the men’s and women'’s
leagues are expected to be arriving from
overseas. With the protection of the
community in mind, it will be mandatory
for all players and team management
arriving from overseas to follow the
Ministry of Health's self-isolation
guidance of 14 days.

Later that day, the New Zealand
Government makes isolation compulsory,
announcing that anyone entering the
country must self-isolate for 14 days,
except those arriving from the Pacific.

15 March

ANBL cancels ANBL finals and award
Perth, who are up 2-1 in the best of
five series, the title.

16 March

New Zealand's Prime Minister makes a
statement saying mass gatherings of more
than 500 people should be cancelled. Air
New Zealand slashes services.

School Sport New Zealand suspends
all events, including the 3X3 Secondary
School Championships.

17 March
Government announces $12.1 billion relief
package.

BBNZ cancels U14 camp. Albert
Schweitzer Tournament, which Junior
Tall Blacks were scheduled to play, is
cancelled.

19 March

For the first time in history, New Zealand's
Government closes the country’s borders
to all but New Zealand citizens and
permanent residents. Health Minister, Hon
Dr David Clark, states all indoor gatherings
of 100 people or more must be cancelled.

BBNZ puts out media release advising
suspension of community basketball.

20 March

Media release announces Sal's NBL
men’s 2020 season is postponed and
Sal's women's event and D-League
will be re-planned. The League starts
to consider modified competitions
that could potentially start in either
late-May or June.

Basketball New Zealand
COVID-19
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MARCH continued

21 March

The Government introduces a four-level
alert system to help combat COVID-19.
Country is at Alert Level 2.

23 March

New Zealand moves to Alert Level 3 as
the Government believes community
transmission is occurring. New Zealand
cases surpass 100.

24 March

Schools and other educational facilities, as
well as all non-essential businesses, close.
Travel is severely limited.

BBNZ issues 14th COVID-19 update re-
advising members on the Government'’s
wage subsidy. AGM and BBNZ Awards
postponed.

25 March

New Zealand State of Emergency declared.
At 11:59pm, New Zealand moves to Alert
Level 4 and whole country goes into self-
isolation for four weeks. On the same day,
the IOC announces the Olympic Games
are postponed to 2021.

27 March
New Zealand cases at 368. Global cases
at 509,164.

29 March
New Zealand reports first COVID-19-
related death. New Zealand cases at 514.

31 March
New Zealand cases total 647.

APRIL

2 April
New Zealand has its biggest daily
increase, bringing total to 797.

4 April

Twelve clusters in country. Total at 1,039.

6 April
Global cases over 1 million people,
with more than 50,000 deaths.

8 — 19 April
Rates of infection trend down in New
Zealand.

27 April
At 11:59pm the country moves to Alert
Level 3.

28 April

From the early hours, people queue outside
fast food outlets. Strict distancing practices
in place. Sport NZ issues guidance around
events and sports.

MAY

4 May

For the first time since 16 March, no new
cases of COVID-19 are reported in New
Zealand.

5 May

BBNZ staff go to 80% pay. BBNZ
launches Good Sports®, an online
course for adults who coach sport for
young people.

7 May

Sport NZ announces relief package.
Local clubs/associations with individual
members can apply for up to $1,000.
Regional organisations (with member
organisations) can apply for up to
$40,000.

Government eases restrictions to allow
for up to 100 people to gather, allowing
teams to train together and to play each
other.

6 — 13 May
New Zealand cases total 1,497.

14 May
New Zealand enters Alert Level 2.

U19, U23 and tertiary nationals are
cancelled. U15 and U17 nationals
are postponed.

7 April

Rate of infection decreasing in New
Zealand. Prime Minister suggests lockdown
is working.

Community sports are not allowed
gatherings of more than 10 people
while in Alert Level 2. BBNZ issues
‘prepare to play’ period for 14 May
to 4 June and return of community
basketball from 4 June. Also reinforces
government advice around contact
tracing, safe operation of facilities,
physical distancing, spectators and
injury prevention. Alert Level 2 sees
the return of some funding sources,
notably gaming and sports betting.

BBNZ and Sky Sport Next launch Home
Advantage - online skills videos fronted
by Tall Blacks and Tall Ferns.

Basketball New Zealand
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20 May

All events for the secondary schools
winter tournament week are cancelled,
including Junior Secondary School
Premierships (Zone 1, 2, 3, 4), Secondary
School Northern Cup/Central Cup/
Southern Cup, and Secondary School

‘A" and ‘AA’ Premierships.

JUNE

4 June

NBA approves plan to continue the
2019-20 season with 22 teams playing at
Walt Disney World's ESPN Wide World of
Sports Complex in an NBA bubble. Sport
NZ announces $4.6 million in funding

for clubs and competitions. Sal's NBL

is notably omitted, resulting in media
coverage of Sport NZ's choice to decline
requests to support the NBL in this round
of relief funding.

8 June

At 11.59pm, the country moves to Alert
Level 1. Restrictions on work, school, sports,
domestic travel and gathering size are lifted.
Border controls continue — people entering
the country will be tested and mandatory
14-day managed quarantine or isolation
measures remain in place.

11 June
3X3.EXE Premier season cancelled.

17 June

BBNZ announces new qualification
system for the 2020 Secondary School
Nationals, with qualification through
regional or local competitions.

19 — 21 June

FIBA's inaugural E-sports Open is
played across five zones, with BBNZ's
first E-sports team coming second in
Oceania event.

23 June
Sal's NBL Showdown tips off at
The Trusts Arena, Auckland.

29 June

The number of active cases in New Zealand
is 22. All are in managed isolation. Globally,
the number of cases has topped 10 million,
with more than 500,000 deaths. Outbreaks
are still spreading in many parts of the
world, with 1 million new cases recorded

in the last six days.

JULY

2 July

BBNZ releases Return to Sport Safely
infographics based on the Return to
Training and Competition Framework
released in May.

7 July

Minister of Sport, Grant Robertson,
announces $80 million worth of sport
recovery packages — includes $300,000
for Sal's NBL men and $200,000 for
Sal's NBL women.



11 July
BBNZ Coaches' Leadership Workshop
held.

17 July
BBNZ/NBL Coaches’ Clinic held in
Auckland with 30 local coaches.

30 July
NBA seeding games begin.

AUGUST

1 August

The Sal's NBL Showdown Grand Final
and Sky Sport Tall Ferns Showcase are
played in West Auckland.

4 August
The number of active cases in New Zealand
is 22.

11 August
The total number of confirmed and
probable cases in New Zealand is 1,570.

12 August

The greater Auckland region moves back
into Alert Level 3 and rest of New Zealand
to Alert Level 2 after four members of a
family in South Auckland test positive for
COVID-19.

17 August
Schick 3X3 Cup postponed.
First round of NBA play-offs begin.

24 August

Applications open for Sport NZ's new
$68 million fund — Ta Manawa Active
Aotearoa — for community-based
programmes and projects targeting
tamariki and rangatahi (young people
aged 5 to 18) at most risk of missing out
on sport or being less active.

30 August
Auckland leaves Alert Level 3 and goes to
Alert Level 2.5.

SEPTEMBER

3 September

Prime Minister announces Auckland will
remain at Alert Level 2.5 until at least 16
September. The total number of confirmed
and probable cases of COVID-19 in New
Zealand is 1,764. The number of active
cases is 112.

4 September

Secondary School National
Championships and U13 regionals
are cancelled. Regional secondary
possibilities start to be considered.

10 September

BBNZ's Return to Play Guidelines,
written during lockdown, is recognised
by experts in the sports medical field
through a condensed article in the New
Zealand Journal of Sports Medicine.

14 September
ANBL delays 2020/21 season and aims
for mid-January 2021 start.

15 September

Announcement that Aon U15 Nationals
will be moved from Auckland (Alert Level
2) to Waikato (Alert Level 1).

23 September

After continued cases in Auckland during
previous two weeks, Auckland moves to
Alert Level 2 and the rest of New Zealand
moves to Alert Level 1.

29 September
Global COVID-19 death toll surpasses
1 million.

30 September
NBA finals begin.

24 — 26 October
Aon U15 and U17 Nationals are played
across multiple venues.

NOVEMBER

12 - 14 November
Schick 3X3 Cup is played in Invercargill.

19 November
Sal's NBL 18IN18 begins.

24 November

After months of discussion, FIBA
announces schedule for November
window (27 to 30 Nov) for the Asia Cup
Qualifiers, making it public that Groups
B, C (including Tall Blacks) and F will not
play that window.

29 November
NBL Showdown 2.0 is played.

DECEMBER

6 December
The Sal's NBL 18IN18 Grand Final is
played.

8 December
First COVID-19 vaccine administered

OCTOBER in the United Kingdom.
O
11 December
1 October FIBA announces Asia Cup Qualifiers

Alternative secondary school events
begin in localised and controlled
environments as an answer to cancellation
of the Secondary School National
Championships. This includes North
Island ‘A’ Invitational Tournament in Te
Aroha, St John's College and Hamilton
Boys’ High School co-hosted tournament
in Hamilton, and Central Girls' Invitational
Tournament in Cambridge.

2 October

BBNZ's Strengthen and Adapt Process
begins, with an aim to build a plan
and presentation for Sport NZ, to be
presented in February 2021.

5 October

Forty active cases of COVID-19 in New
Zealand. Of those, 34 are imported and six
are from community transmission. The last
community case of the virus was reported
on 25 September.

8 October
Auckland joins the rest of the country
at Alert Level 1.

Group C (including Tall Blacks) will be
played in the Philippines in February
2021.

14 December
First COVID-19 vaccine administered in the
United States.

11 - 16 December

All New Zealand age group talent camps
are held in Auckland, with close to 100
players attending.

12 December
Rebel Sport 3X3 Quest Tour begins in
West Auckland.

20 December
WNBL Grand Final in Australia is played.

31 December

Global cases number 83.1 million, with
deaths at 1.89 million. Fifty-five active
cases in New Zealand.

Basketball New Zealand
COVID-19
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COMMERCIAL

At the end of 2019 the
commercial strength of BBNZ
was reaching new heights. No
one could have anticipated the
effects of COVID-19. Despite
this, 2020 concluded with all
commercial partners intact
and some even signing on for
further commitments.

The biggest economic hit was to
revenue usually received through
international events. 2020 saw

FIBA suspend events and our
international basketball ground to a
halt from March. However, domestic
innovations and future possibilities
resulted in a number of our long-
time partners choosing to continue
their support. This was outstanding,
especially as it came at the end of
the four-year World Cup cycle when
many sponsors have the opportunity
to reconsider their partnerships.

2020 proved how strong our
partnerships are and how well BBNZ
services these. Schick, Molten, PEAK
and Aon all re-signed in the midst

of COVID-19. SkyCity and ATEED
(Auckland City) joined for new events
and Sal's Authentic New York Pizza
(Sal's) extended its agreement with
the 18IN18.

Basketball New Zealand
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Key commercial successes in 2020

¢ Sal's continued its sponsorship of
the 2020 Sal's National Basketball
League (NBL) Showdown and
extended the agreement to include
the new Sal's NBL 18IN18.

e For the first time ever Sky Sport
covered every game of both the
men’s and women's NBL.

SkyCity signed up as presenting
partner for both the Sal's NBL
Showdown and Sal's NBL 18IN18,

providing a ‘'home away from home’

for many players and officials.

e ATEED (now called Auckland
Unlimited) provided invaluable
support and sponsorship as host
city for both the Sal's NBL events.

¢ In a completely uncluttered
sports broadcast market due to
COVID-19, ESPN took the overseas
broadcast coverage of the Sal's NBL
Showdown — another first for the
NBL and basketball in New Zealand.

* New commercial sponsorship for
the 2020 international programme
was not able to be secured as
there were no international games.
However, long-term international

apparel partner, PEAK, re-signed with

BBNZ as the ‘Official International
Apparel Partner’ for a further FIBA
World Cup four-year cycle.

« With BBNZ signing a new
commercial deal in 2019 with
the ‘School Sport Collective’ for
secondary school basketball, Schick’s
long-term sponsorship of BBNZ
came to conclusion. As testament
to the quality partnership between
Schick and BBNZ, Schick returned
to sign as a principal sponsor of
BBNZ for a further two years,
launching the very successful ‘Schick
Everyday Ballers’ campaign and
becoming naming rights sponsor
of the inaugural Schick 3X3 Cup.

¢ As our long-term official ball
partner, Molten re-signed with
BBNZ for a further four years.

¢ Aon continued its support and
naming rights sponsorship of the
Aon age group nationals.

¢ Stuff.co.nz continued its support
of our major events.
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2020 HIGHLIGHTS

COMMUNITY

The Hoops in Schools project gathered
momentum with :

32 HOOPS
INSTALLED

throughout Tauranga, Hawke's Bay and
Gisborne. Hoops in Park pilot launched
in Hastings.

skysporT

NEXT

Sky Sport Next and BBNZ produced
eight episodes for Home Advantage
series during lockdown.

Registrations for the 3X3 :
Secondary School National :
Championships increased by :

35%

174 TEAMS
66 SCHOOLS

Regional school tournaments covered in FIBA Asia Cup Qualifiers.

on Sky Sport Next.
Taine Murray and Jazzmyne Kailahi-Fulu

2 9 I EAM s attend NBA Basketball Without Borders

. (BWB) Global Camp held in Chicago.

28 SCHOOLS ' o iunew zestans comps oses

 with future Tall Ferns and Tall Blacks.

3 o 6 P LAY E Rs added to Tall Blacks longlist

10 after standout NBL Showdown
 PLAYERs performances.

Aon U15 and U17 nationals played with
U17s covered on Sky Sport Next.

New Zealand Journal of Sport Medicine

5 7 T EAM s cp;;l‘l;::lii‘:ll';::s.BBNZ Return to Play
617 PLAYERS SEUENTALLFERY:

S I X VE N U ES © with five playing for semi-finalists

Melbourne Boomers.
Basketball New Zealand

Annual Report 2020
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: COACHES

coaches complete BBNZ
Community Coaching course.

South Island coaches'’ residential
workshop launched, 30 coaches attend
pilot programme.

Third annual High Performance
Coaching Conference with 55 coaches

attending.

Good Sports online course for adult

coaches launched.

sky SPORT

Showcase puts depth of talent pool
on television,



SIX ROUNDS
497 GAMES
193 TEAMS

US SCHOLARSHIPS

Schick Everyday Ballers
launched, honouring
grassroots basketball fans.

26 REFEREES AT
U15 CHAMPIONSHIPS

Nine trainers working with referees, two
© with trainers.

o

E-SPORTS 22 REFEREES AT GROWTH OF

BBNZ entered a New Zealand team U17 CHAM PIO N S H I PS
in inaugural FIBA E-sports Open. Team : Six trainers working with referees, one NCAA D IVISION I

came second in Oceania, playing NBA 2K. with trainers. : 6

40

More than 100 players on basketball
scholarships abroad in 2020.

NBL

o Expansive broadcast: Sky Sport, along
@ (&} NBL with Stuff and Tribe, broadcast within

SHOWDOWN =

= Teams hosted at SkyCity Hotel =

helping athletes
target athletic careers at United States
colleges.

SEVEN TEAMS

AUCKLAND'S TRUSTS ARENA

players register for first-
ever player draft. :

o
sl U NBA Global Academy
played with spectators at the time.

Ben Gold becomes first Kiwi to be
. selected for the NBA Global Academy
. in Canberra (based at the Australian
Institute of Sport).

m New national
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NATIONAL TEAMS

Tall Blacks

For the Tall Blacks, 2020 was
set to be a big year with the
start of the FIBA 2021 Asia

Cup qualifiers, FIBA Olympic
qualifying tournaments and
the Tokyo Olympics scheduled.

The Tall Blacks were drawn in Group
C for the FIBA 2021 Asia Cup qualifiers
alongside Guam, Hong Kong and the
Australian Boomers — confirmed to
play each team twice, home and
away, during the three windows set
for February and November 2020

and February 2021.

February 2020 was the start of a

new era with the arrival of new Head
Coach, Pero Cameron, taking over
from his good friend Paul Henare.
The FIBA Hall of Famer and Tall Blacks
legend was supported by the familiar
Assistant Coaches of Ross McMains
and Mike Fitchett and the new
addition of Judd Flavell.

v Australia |

The Tall Blacks started their 2021 Asia
Cup qualifying campaign in perfect
fashion with an historic 108-98 victory
over Australia in Brisbane — the first
win over the Boomers since 2009.

The win was built on the up-tempo
game established at the 2019 World
Cup, as the Mika Vukona-led Tall
Blacks harassed the Australians at
every opportunity. High scorers for
the game — Reuben Te Rangi and
Shea Ili (21 points, six rebounds and
five assists each) — enjoyed great
support from Rob Loe (19 points) and
Jordan Ngatai (19 points) on offence,
while the entire team gave their all to
the jersey on defence.

The Boomers, Asia Cup defending
champions, jumped out to a 9-0
lead as the Tall Blacks failed to make
a basket early, but the Kiwis stayed
calm and eased their way back into
the game, trailing 31-27 at the end
of the first quarter.
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The second saw the Tall Blacks lock
down the Aussies, winning it 25-15 as
Te Rangi got hot on offence and the
smothering defence proved too much
for the green and golds. From that
moment on the win never seemed in
doubt, despite a late flurry from the
Australians. A Loe triple and Ili control
at this point shut down any hopes of a
miraculous comeback, ensuring a rare
and famous win on Aussie soil.

It was a huge result for Cameron,

his first game in charge of the side
and one he was immensely proud
of. “That is Tall Blacks basketball, the
entire group doing all they could for
each other and for the jersey, not just
tonight, but over the past three days.
The way the players, coaches and
support staff have overcome every
obstacle this week is what really fills
me with pride. All of these players
grow a little when they come into
the Tall Blacks. The commitment of
this entire group is without question
and is what makes this team so
special.”

v Guam |

High on adrenaline after the victory
over Australia, the Tall Blacks then
embarked on a 21-hour journey to
Guam, where they played the host
nation.

Leaving behind Jarrod Kenny, Rob
Loe and Hyrum Harris for club duties,
Tyrell Harrison and Taine Murray
entered the 11-man roster.

Shea Ili once again shone in the
high-octane New Zealand system,
leading all scorers with 25 points and
backing that up with eight boards,
seven assists and four steals in his

29 minutes. Reuben Te Rangi again
showed he must be one of the hottest
properties in the ANBL off-season,
with 17 points, including five from
deep.

The first half saw an expected all-out
assault from the home side, playing in
the biggest game of their lives in Asia

TALL BLACKS
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Cup qualifying for the first time.
Guam rode that passion and the
excitement of a noisy home crowd

to a 24-22 first quarter lead. But New
Zealand stayed patient, winning the
second quarter 34-19 to lead by 13 at
the half, with Ili again leading the way,
with 17 points in the first 20 minutes.

The final quarter was largely
processional, although the Guam
players were spurned on with self-
belief and the passionate partisan
home crowd were too. It was a tough
test, but the Tall Blacks accuracy was
just too good as they made it the
perfect two-from-two start in their
2021 Asia Cup qualifying campaign,
winning 113-94 and confirming their
position at the top of Group C.

Further tests lay in front for the Tall
Blacks as preparations began ahead
of the massive challenge of taking
on the Dominican Republic and
Serbia (in Serbia) in Group A of the
Olympic Qualifying event. However,
the COVID-19 pandemic brought
the world to a halt and the event was
moved to 2021. Ultimately, the Tall
Blacks were lucky to complete the
first window of the Asia Cup Quialifiers
in February — the second November
window was also postponed to 2021
and the team would not convene
again until that February window.






Sky Sport Tall Ferns

With COVID-19 limiting
international competition,

BBNZ announced a Sky Sport Tall
Ferns Showcase game, played
ahead of the NBL Showdown
Grand Final on 1 August.

Featuring a mix of experienced and
up-and-coming talent, 24 players
entered a week-long Tall Ferns camp in
South Auckland before the Showcase
game, which was broadcast live on Sky
Sport. Of the 24 players named for the
camp, 14 had played for the Tall Ferns
previously with Stella Beck and Penina
Davidson the most experienced duo,
having 47 and 48 caps respectively.
With this experience Beck and Davidson
were the obvious choices to lead the
two teams — one team playing in black,
the other in white.

Six of the 10 uncapped players were
at school in 2020 - the Harbour

duo of Tayla Dalton and Emme
Shearer, Waikato's Ella Bradley, and
Cantabrians Helen Matthews and
Ashlee Strawbridge. Arielle Williams-
Mackey — less well known to New
Zealand basketball followers, having
spent some years in Australia — was in
her final year of school at Tai Wananga
ki Ruakura in Hamilton. All six had
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played age group basketball for
New Zealand and were striving
to make the transition to the
senior ranks.

For Head Coach Guy Molloy the
camp was vital for the continuity of
the national team and New Zealand's
high performance programme, as
they work towards qualifying for the
2022 FIBA Women's World Cup (to
be held in Sydney in October 2022).

“The camp exposed new players to
the Tall Ferns style of play, giving
emerging players an insight into

the team'’s culture and letting them
see a personal vision for their own
future. It's also important to build
momentum on the back of some
outstanding basketball played at the
Olympic Qualifying Tournament in
November 2019 in Auckland. The Sky
Sport Tall Ferns generated significant
support for their athletic, fast and
competitive brand of basketball, and
we want this moving forward despite
the present situation,” said Molloy.

With bragging rights on the line,
scrimmages leading to game night
became increasingly competitive.
Team Davidson seemed to edge
ahead through the week, but when
it counted it was Team Beck who
claimed victory. A dominant first-

sky SPORT ‘
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half performance from Team Beck
propelled them to a comfortable
position, convincingly beating Team
Davidson 91-62.

Beck played a captain’s knock with

15 points, six rebounds, four assists
and two steals. She received excellent
support from Tera Reed (16 points),
Tayla Dalton (15 points) and Ella Fotu
(nine points).

Davidson scored a dozen points

for her team, while Zoe Richards
contributed nine, but Charlisse Leger-
Walker was the standout with 23
points, six rebounds, three assists

and five steals.

Team Beck led their opponents in

all the major statistical categories,
winning the rebounding count 55-40,
the assists tally 17-12 and the all-
important shooting percentages
(46% v 39% from the field).
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High Performance Junior
National Programme

BBNZ has set an ambitious
target of finishing in the top
four nations at every FIBA
Asia age group championship.
Achieving this means a team
qualifies automatically for the
FIBA World Championships.

In 2020, and at the beginning of 2021,
FIBA ranked New Zealand girls as fifth
in Asia. Our junior boys are tied fourth
equal with Japan, so there is still some
work to be done to ensure a top four
finish.

The year began well. At home,

BBNZ's high performance team ran

a Junior National Selection Camp

at the beginning of the year and
finished with an All New Zealand
Camp in December. At these multi-
day camps, the nation’s top young
talent came together to train, develop

i
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and compete. The increasing pool of
talent that is growing in New Zealand
was clearly evident to the coaches and
selectors in attendance.

The rise in participation and increasing
popularity of the game is clearly filtering
into our New Zealand programme.
Evidence of our increasing junior talent
is clear through the demand for Kiwi
talent by United States colleges.

In 2010, there were six players in NCAA
Division I. In 2020, there were 40
Division | players, with more than 60
others playing scholarship basketball in
other divisions. Ten years ago, the idea
that more than 100 Kiwis would be on
basketball scholarships in the United
States in any given year, with almost
half of them at NCAA Division | schools,
would have been unimaginable. The
2019/20 season was the third in a row
that numbers have passed the century
mark.

When looking at the young players
coming up through the All New
Zealand Camps, it's exciting to think
of what the Tall Ferns and Tall Blacks
will look like in years to come.

Unfortunately, it was difficult to
showecase these talented players as
international events were disrupted.
Our Junior Tall Blacks had an
impressive preparation schedule laid
out for 2020, including an invitation
to the prestigious Albert Schweitzer
Tournament in Germany, following up
to the FIBA U18 Asia Championships.
Our Junior Tall Ferns were invited to
attend a competitive Four Nations
event in China before their U18 Asia
Championships. Disappointingly,

for the high performance team, the
players and families, these events
were all cancelled.

It was the same for our U17s, who
are a very talented and strong group




that the high performance team

has high hopes for. Frustratingly,

they too had their international
opportunities cancelled when the U16
Asia Championships and U17 World
Championships were halted.

The U15s were scheduled to compete

in the FIBA U15 Oceania Championships,

which was cancelled. But it was great
to see them in the All New Zealand
camp and for them to get a taste of
the high performance environment.

3X3 high performance
programme

3X3 is set to make its debut at
the Olympics and will be the

only basketball event at the next
Commonwealth Games. In 2020,
our men'’s side of Samuel Aruwa,
Hyrum Harris, Alonzo Burton and
Taane Samuel were scheduled to
play an Olympic Qualifying event.

They were sent to a preparation event
in Australia, but a day before tip-off
they were quickly booked onto a flight
home before New Zealand's borders
were closed.

The only opportunity the 3X3
programme got to develop 3X3 talent
was the Schick 3X3 Cup where men's
and women's New Zealand Select
teams were assembled featuring
young and developing players, while
our more elite 3X3 players featured in
NBL 3X3 sides (including the Southland
Sharks, who won the men's event).
Our national coaches took the Select
teams through to the play-offs in that
event and performed well. It's still
early days for the 3X3 format, but New
Zealand has proven to play well in
international 3X3 and our New Zealand
programme will increasingly look to
build for major events.

High performance coach
development

In 2020, the high performance team
ran the annual coaches’ conference
for a third year running. These
invite-only events are becoming
increasingly popular as a way for our
elite coaches to connect with others,
learn from world-class presenters, and
find new ways to grow and expand
knowledge of good practice. The 2020
conference focused on creating better
strategies to make good decisions,
strong leadership in turbulent times,
and mentoring.

An additional benefit to these
conferences is that coaches return to
their regions and share these lessons
in their communities. The conferences
are proving successful and will continue
in 2021.

Basketball New Zealand
National Teams



FIBA and NBA Basketball
Without Borders Camps

BBNZ nominated Taine Murray
and Jazzmyne Kailahi-Fulu for
the Basketball Without Borders
(BWB) Global Camp — the NBA
and FIBA's global basketball
development and community
outreach programme — held in
Chicago from 14 to 16 February
2020.
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Murray and Kailahi-Fulu were among
only 64 prospects who attended the
event. Both had already attended the
BWB Asia Camp in China in 2019.

The two received tutelage and shared
the court with a few of the game'’s
finest minds, including current NBA
star and camp alumni, Pascal Siakam.
The camp has been touted as one

of the NBA's best international talent
pipelines, which has seen more than

50 former campers make it to the NBA.

Another talented New Zealand

junior representative to step up to
international camps is Ben Gold, who
was part of the NBA Global Academy
in 2020. Through BBNZ, a trio of

Kiwi players was invited to try out for

the Academy in October 2019. Gold
was invited back for a second trial in
November, which involved a two-
week all-expenses-paid trip to Las
Vegas. Gold obviously made a strong
impression as he was offered one

of just over a dozen scholarships to
the Academy and became the first
Kiwi to be selected to the Academy,
which is based at the Australian
Institute of Sport.

The NBA Global Academy serves

as a global hub for top international
prospects from around the world.

It employs a holistic, 360-degree
approach to player development

that focuses on education, leadership,
character development and life skills.



E-sports

In 2020 BBNZ took the first step
into gaming when competing in
FIBA's new E-sports Open. The
international event took place
from 19 to 21 June, with gamers
from five conferences taking to
digital courts to find out which
country had the best NBA 2K
players.

Teams consisted of a minimum of
five athletes — accounting for each
player on the floor. Representing
New Zealand were captain Solomona
Faitaua-Nanai from Christchurch,
Wellington's Brent Harrison and Troy
McClure, and Aucklanders Aidan
Zivkovich Gilmour, Jaden Cruz and
coach Jack Stevenson.

The inaugural tournament had BBNZ's
E-Select team play Australia in a
best-of-five series. The Kiwis put their
best foot forward but had to settle for
second after falling to their Australian
counterparts four games to one.

Some superb long-range shooting
from New Zealand's point guard Brent
Harrison ensured his team took the
first game, 56-50. Australia was quick
to regroup though, bouncing back in
the second fixture with a 63-47 victory.

ESPORTS
\/

Both teams knew winning the next
game would put all the pressure on
their foes in a series-deciding fourth
clash. Unfortunately for New Zealand,
the green and golds recorded back-
to-back triumphs, winning the third
game by the narrowest of margins,
45-43.

The first three-quarters of game four
saw the Kiwis trail by close to double
digits, but the deficit was reduced

to four going into the final quarter.
That's as close as they would get
though — when the buzzer sounded
the scoreboard read 72-55 in favour
of Australia.

BBNZ considered this a trial phase
as FIBA look to ramp up their
involvement in E-sports. It's an
area of basketball that will continue
to be monitored in our support of
FIBA's global outlook and BBNZ's
role as a national federation.
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NATIONAL LEAGUES AND
CHAMPIONSHIP TOURNAMENTS

Sal’'s National

Basketball Leagues

An unprecedented year called
for unprecedented changes
across the NBL and, though
challenging, the end result was
very successful for the Leagues
and the competing teams,
sponsors, fans and viewers.

Following an initial postponement
due to COVID-19, the Sal's NBL
men’s competition transformed
into an Auckland-based hub with
120 players and officials staying at
SkyCity for more than six weeks,
while playing games five nights a
week at the Trusts Arena.

With seven competing teams
(Auckland Huskies, Wheeler Motor
Company Canterbury Rams, EnviroNZ
Franklin Bulls, See Me Media Property
Brokers Manawatu Jets, Mike Pero
Nelson Giants, Fluid Recruitment
Otago Nuggets and Steelformers
Taranaki Mountainairs), a first-ever
player draft was introduced to place
players in teams. This initiative
captured the hearts and minds of
basketball fans across New Zealand
and made headlines globally. More
than 500 players registered for the
draft, which was broadcast live on
Sky Sport and resulted in 84 players
being drafted.

The League enjoyed a surge in media
coverage off the back of the draft,
including a landmark broadcasting
agreement that saw all 56 games
beamed across the United States

on ESPN.

During the abbreviated season every
mainstream and social media metric
rose sharply, with the Sal's NBL

being one of just a few basketball
competitions worldwide to be in

play. The League was also the first to
explore and execute a successful hub
model, something that went on to
become a feature of many sporting
competitions around the world.

Delivering a competitively balanced
season, the Otago Nuggets claimed
the Sal's NBL Showdown, marking
the franchise’s first-ever piece of
silverware. There was cause for
further celebration as 2020 was

the team'’s return to the national
competition following an exit after
the 2014 season.

The final of the Sal's NBL Showdown
attracted more than 3,500 spectators
and delivered a thrilling finish as the
Otago Nuggets defeated the Manawatu
Jets by just two points, 79-77.

Originally scheduled to start in

April, and then moved to August, the
women's competition faced a second
postponement due to a COVID-19
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outbreak in Auckland in August. This
resulted in the season being moved to
November and management creatively
coming up with a concept to play 18
games in 18 days.

The Sal's NBL 18IN18 season featured
six teams and was again played out of
an Auckland-based hub, with teams
staying at SkyCity Hotel.

Fully televised on Sky Sport, another
first for the League, the rapid-fire
season delivered lots of twists and
turns that again attracted wide
media coverage.

The Grand Final featured the Platinum
Homes Harbour Breeze against Waikato
Wizards, with the former winning the
tough contest 70-59.

SCHICK 3X3 CUP

In between the two Sal's NBL seasons,
the League launched a new product,
this time centred on the 3X3 basketball
format.

The Schick 3X3 Cup featured 20 teams
— 10 in the men’s competition and 10
in the women'’s — with the three-day
event staged in Invercargill.

The fast, furious and physical
competition lived up to all expectations
with more than 20 hours of live
coverage on Sky Sport and a further
surge in media coverage.




The winning teams, the SIT Zero Fees
Southland Sharks (men) and ETCO
Auckland Dream (women), wrote their
names in the history books as the
first-ever 3X3 national champions.

Sincere thanks are extended to the
teams and players for changing and
adapting throughout a challenging
period. Without the buy-in from
players and teams, the NBL would
have struggled to maintain the
League’s growing presence and
would not have achieved such
ground-breaking success. The ability
of commercial partners, staff, officials,
volunteers and, importantly, the fans
to continue supporting the League
helped deliver a memorable year.

Heading into 2021, the League

plans to advance across all three
competitions, although with
awareness that COVID-19 may
continue to impact certain areas

of the business and progress. That
said, 2020 reinforced the value of
embracing change and adapting.
The collective efforts by many people
to throw normality out the window
and deliver uniqueness and creativity
resulted in far more success and
growth than anyone could have
imagined.
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National Championship
Tournaments

2020 presented all sports

in New Zealand with an
unprecedented challenge

in maintaining and delivering
sport to their membership.
BBNZ faced this challenge at
all levels — from adult national
leagues to age group and
secondary school competitions
— by presenting the game in
new and innovative ways.

During New Zealand's national
lockdown in March, Associations

had overwhelmingly, and almost
unanimously, indicated they wanted
to retain the Secondary School
Nationals and both the Aon U15 and
U17 National Championships. BBNZ
promised to make it happen if it was
possible, but nobody could tell how
COVID-19 was going to be managed.

In early April BBNZ made the tough
decision to cancel the Aon U19
and U23 Nationals and Tertiary
Championships, as well as the
Secondary School Premierships
and U13 Regional Championships.

This left the Aon U15 and U17 National
Championships and Secondary
School National Championships as
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the only tournaments to remain on
BBNZ's 2020 calendar. In the spirit

of innovation and flexibility to make
things work, the Aon Nationals were
moved from June to October, and
both the school championships and
Aon Nationals were limited in the
number of attendees and the duration
of the competition.

Unfortunately, on 4 September BBNZ
had to make the very difficult decision
to cancel the 2020 Secondary School
Nationals after Auckland moved

back into Alert Level 3 on 12 August.
Schools then planned their own
tournaments that could be run within
their region and within the alert level
restrictions of smaller attendances
and bubbles. Three tournaments were
sanctioned by BBNZ:

¢ The Mel Young Memorial
Invitational, hosted by St John's
College and Hamilton Boys' High
School, featured eight top North
Island boys’ school teams.

¢ The Central Invitational
Tournament, held in Palmerston
North and hosted by Basketball
Manawatu, featured 10 of the top
North Island girls’ school teams.

¢ The ‘A’ North Island Invitational
tournament hosted five girls’ and
six boys’ teams in Te Aroha.

MEL YOUNG MEMORIAL
INVITATIONAL

The Mel Young Memorial Invitational
was an exciting tournament played
over three days and featuring eight of
the top secondary schools ‘AA’" boys’
teams from across the North Island.

In their home gym, St John's
defeated Wellington's Scots College
(Scots) 100-81 to become the Mel
Young Memorial Invitational 2020
Champions.

Scots took a 25-22 lead into

the first quarter break but were
comprehensively outscored 37-19
in the second quarter by St John'’s,
much to the delight of the home
crowd, boasting a 59-44 advantage
at half-time.

Tafara Gapare (Scots) had 25 points

at half-time but it was Tai Wetere (St
John's) who stole the show in the
third. Wetere landed three triples on
his way to a dozen points in the period
as the hosts moved to an unassailable
84-65 lead at three-quarter time.

The pace slowed in the final quarter
as both sets of players tired, but there
was time for St John's players Finn
Lally (24 points) and Kael Robinson
(23 points) to take their major
contributions past the 20-point mark.




Gapare was immense for Scots,
scoring a game-high 38 points to
accompany countless rebounds and
blocks. He received good support from
Ahmed Essahaty (19 points) and Rufus
Rusholme-Cobb (13 points) but was
denied the services of the influential
Ezekiel Stallworth due to injury.

For St John's forward, Akiva McBirney-
Griffin (15 points), the win completed

a hat-trick of successes in 2020.
McBirney-Griffin won the Mel Young
Memorial and Waikato schools' titles
with St John's, as well as being a
member of the Sal's NBL championship
winning Otago Nuggets team.

CENTRAL INVITATIONAL
TOURNAMENT

The Central Invitational Tournament,
played over three days in Palmerston
North, featured 10 of the North Island’s
top girls’ school teams.

A stirring grand final featured St Peter’s
School Cambridge (St Peter’s) and

Mt Maunganui College, with the
reigning secondary school champions,
St Peter’s, winning 63-58.

It was a one-point game (44-43)

in favour of Mt Maunganui with 10
minutes to play, but St Peter’s put
the defensive clamps on and Breeje
Schuler scored seven points on the

bounce, meaning the 2019 national
champions were 51-46 ahead at the
mid-point of the final period.

Payton Takimoana broke a five-minute
Mt Maunganui scoring drought and
when Melika Samia made a turnaround
off-balance three, Mt Maunganui were
back in the hunt.

Hana Lacey-Rameka answered with a
triple for St Peter’s as they maintained
a five-point lead with 2:20 to play.

A Tia Lassey bucket made it a two-
point ball game before Taiana Day and
Tournament MVP Alana Paewai had
the final say for St Peter’s. Day scored
a neat inside basket and Paewai made
a crucial play after Takimoana had
once again made it a two-point game
with 60 seconds to play.

Paewai came up with an important
steal and followed it with a free throw
as St Peter’s closed out a narrow 62-
58 win in a highly entertaining contest.

NORTH ISLAND INVITATIONAL

Manukura girls and Te Aroha College
boys were crowned champions at
the Secondary School ‘A" North Island
Invitational.

The girls’ grand final featured 2018
secondary school national champions,
Manukura, and Te Kura Kokiri (Kokiri),

with Manukura eventually prevailing
51-42.

It was a close final throughout with
Kokiri ahead 39-35 at three-quarter
time. However, they hit the wall at that
point, managing just a single field goal
in the closing 10 minutes.

Tournament MVP, Legacy Harrison
(Manukura), who scored a game-
high 22 points, provided the initial
thrust to wrestle the lead from Kokiri.
Keana Royal, Geneva Harrison and
Parris Mason also made significant
contributions to see Manukura
dominating the fourth quarter,
winning it 16-3.

Taniko Gardiner, Ngawaiata Ranapia
and Hiria Fraser worked tirelessly for
Kokiri but they were unable to deny
Manukura in the final quarter.

Te Aroha College recorded an exciting
72-66 victory against Nga Taiatea
Wharekura (Nga Taiatea) to claim the
boys' title.

Nga Taiatea made a terrific start,
leading 22-13 at quarter time, but an
improved effort from Te Aroha in the
second frame meant they had closed
to within three at half-time, 36-33.

It was then 40 points apiece before
Nga Taiatea went on a significant 10-0
run that included an athletic dunk from
Te Tuhikiterangi Lewis. Junior De Young
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landed from downtown and Harlan
Roudon was all hustle on defence as
Te Aroha again narrowed the deficit
to four points. Nga Taiatea’s Maioro
Greensill dropped a corner three to
extend Nga Taiatea’s advantage to
56-49 with 10 minutes to play.

Lewis and De Young then exchanged
threes to begin the last quarter and
when Josh Conroy converted a free
throw Te Aroha were only one down,
59-58.

Te Aroha then enjoyed a golden

11-2 spell, propelling them to a 69-61
lead with four minutes remaining.

Nga Taiatea's Arahi Marsh then tied
proceedings with three to play. Both
sets of supporters were in full voice

as the tension escalated, but it was the
Te Aroha fans who finished happier as
Young and Manaaki Kaumoana put the
final touches to a hometown win.

A stirring haka from Nga Taiatea was a
fitting climax to three days of exciting

basketball played in a spirit of friendship.

AGE GROUP NATIONAL
CHAMPIONSHIPS

The Aon National Championships
are an opportunity for New Zealand's
regional representative teams to
compete against the best in their
respective age groups across the
country. For many athletes this will
be the pinnacle achievement in their
basketball journey.

While the U23, U19 and U13
tournaments all had to be cancelled
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because of COVID-19 restrictions,
the Aon U17 and U15 Nationals were
able to be completed.

Aon U17 Nationals

Waikato girls once again stamped
their dominance on this age group.

A rematch of the 2019 Aon U17
National Championships’ grand final
ended with the same result as Waikato
prevailed over an impressive Hutt
Valley side. The gold for Waikato made
it their fourth in six years, a record that
will be tough to beat.

Nerves were evident on both sides
from the tip, but Waikato's talent and
experience on the big stage gave them
the slight edge in the opening stages.

Waikato’s New Zealand representatives,

Alana Paewai and Breeje Schuler,
converted two of their shooting
attempts, while tournament MVP
Jayzee Lee Waihi chimed in to give
their team a 15-4 first quarter lead.

Hutt Valley got themselves back in the
contest by way of scores near the rim
from Jyordanna Davey, but her efforts
were matched by those in red singlets.
Paewai, Schuler and Waihi added to
their totals to keep the advantage over
Hutt Valley in double-digits after 20
minutes.

With both teams struggling on offence
(Waikato only shooting 26% from the
field and Hutt Valley 18%), they made
up for it by defending their own hoops
with vigour. The finalists combined

for 19 points in the third, with Waikato
responsible for 10 of them.
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Hutt Valley started the last quarter on
the right foot with a three from Gina
Manila, followed by a lay-up off a sweet
pass from Tia-Calais Remuera. Schuler
regathered her own miss and finished
in close and got to the free throw line
to push the points buffer back out.

Hutt Valley made a valiant effort, but
Waikato hung on until the buzzer went
- winning 49-34 in a low scoring but
highly competitive game.

On the boys' side of the competition,
the local side — Waitaha Canterbury

- found themselves in familiar territory
as they made the grand final for the
second year in a row — this time
against powerhouse Waikato. They
were in their home town and had the
crowd backing them every step of

the way in an electric atmosphere

at Cowles Stadium.

Waikato, looking to complete the
double (with the girls taking home
gold in the game before), had all the
motivation and it showed. Waikato
returned with a very similar side to
2019 and were looking to make a
statement after finishing fifth in 2019.

Waitaha Canterbury shot out to

a 7-0 lead within the first minute,
sending the local support into a
frenzy. MVP Kazlo Evans (Waikato)
quietened the crowd with an ‘and-
one’ on the ensuing possession before
Kenechukwu Nwafor got involved
with four straight scores.

Every time Waitaha Canterbury’s
Hunter Adam or Josh Book shot a
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basket, Waikato's big three of Nwafor,
Evans and Akiva McBirney-Griffin
answered. However, it was a member
of Waikato's bench who had the last
laugh in the half, as Junior De Young
scored a three-pointer to give his team
a 50-46 advantage at the main interval.

Nothing changed in the third until Book
scored to take the lead midway through
the spell. Just as they'd done previously
though, the out-of-towners spoiled the
fun with consecutive scores.

Waikato clung to the lead in the early
stages of the final quarter but looked to
be coming undone as Nwafor picked
up his fourth foul and Evans fouled out
with a handful of minutes to play.

It was a one-possession game with
less than 60 seconds on the clock after
Book went the length of the court for
two, but McBirney-Griffin replied and
Waikato finished on top, 91-86.

Aon U15 Nationals

The girls’ grand final was a repeat of
the 2019 championship game that
featured Waikato and Wellington. It
also pitched two former Tall Ferns and
Olympians, Tania Tupu and Leanne
Walker, against each other as coaches.

Tupu would have been the happier of
the two at the first break as Wellington
scored the last six points of the
opening frame to lead 14-11.

Holly Morgan and Tatiana Mareko
extended Wellington's advantage to 15
points before Kaelani Albert-Neha and
Caitlyn Ward struck back for Waikato
— leaving Wellington ahead 28-21 at
half-time.

Basketball New Zealand
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Tannika Leger-Walker and Lilly Taulelei
exchanged points early in the second
half as both teams enjoyed mini scoring
runs. The influential Taulelei (17 points)
picked up a fourth foul at the mid-point
of the third quarter. However, Krystana
Leota did a sterling job coming off the
bench and her three, late in the period,
carried Wellington to 43-36 with 10
minutes to play.

Elise Gilbert (14 points) and Ward
narrowed the Wellington lead to three
points (50-47) with six minutes to
play. When Leger-Walker, who scored
a game-high 20 points, and Gilbert
scored in quick succession Waikato
trailed by just two points with three
minutes to play.

Ripeka Edwards cancelled out a
Morgan score and the deficit was just
one point. Cheered on by the home
crowd the defending champions
looked to have seized the initiative
inside the last two minutes.

However, Wellington held their nerve
— Tournament MVP Taulelei scored
inside and Lane Gough scored off an
important offensive rebound as they
stretched out to a 65-58 lead.

Waikato desperately forced the pace
but couldn't come up with baskets,
leaving Rangituturu Tawera and
Naomi Sopoaga to finish the game for
Wellington, who avenged last year's
grand final loss by taking the game
68-60.

Waikato also featured in the boys'
final in a hard-fought game against
Auckland.

Waikato made the better start as
John Anderson scored a couple of
perimeter shots to forge a 10-3 lead.
However, Auckland responded to
close within three points at quarter
time to trail 17-14.

Auckland carried that momentum into
the start of the second period through
Keller Young and Josh Howes, to push
the advantage out to 31-19. Waikato's
Desmond Niko Faalupega answered
and when Tournament MVP Kashius
Farmer scored from his own steal
Waikato had reduced the deficit to six
points at the interval (36-30).

Within 90 seconds of the restart
Waikato was ahead as they raced

out of the blocks. Harlan Roundon,
Anderson and Farmer (13 points in the
quarter) took charge and although
Harri Coker-Grey landed a triple for
Auckland their 11 turnovers in the
period hurt their progress and they
trailed 55-46 at three-quarter time.

Auckland began the final period with
intent, with centre Kalid Petzer setting
the tone with a couple of monster
blocks. When he scored inside and
Dante Tapula‘aia converted with an
acrobatic play, Auckland trailed by
just three points with five minutes
remaining.

Caelys Putoko and Faalupega

eased the nerves of the hometown
supporters and although Josh Howes
and Petzer made baskets Auckland
were unable to get any closer as
Waikato progressed to back-to-back
titles, winning 76-68.







NATIONAL ACTIVITIES

Alumni

BBNZ hosts annual Alumni events
to maintain a connection with
players, coaches and staff who
have represented New Zealand

at the highest level of the game.
BBNZ needs the support of all

of our previous generations

but, equally, owes them the
acknowledgement they deserve
as representatives of our country.

Alumni were invited to two events
held in conjunction with the Sal's NBL.
The first was at the final of the Sal's
NBL Showdown in August and the
other was at the final of the Sal's

NBL 18IN18.
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Awards

Preparations for the 2020 BBNZ
Awards were well underway when
COVID-19 meant they had to be
cancelled. A decision was made
that those people nominated and
approved by the BBNZ Board in
2020 will receive their awards at
a ceremony in 2021.

However, one exception was made.
Ray Strickland was presented with

one of BBNZ's most prestigious
awards — the Sir Lance Cross Award
for ‘Exceptional Services to Basketball'.
The award was made at a private
function in Wellington attended by
many of Mr Strickland’s family and
close friends from the basketball
community.

Mr Strickland was highly deserving of
this award after a lifetime commitment
to the game of basketball, having
been involved as a player, coach

and an administrator. He started

his basketball journey as a player in
1957, playing for St Patrick’s College
in Wellington. This was followed by
playing club basketball for Marist, as
well as representative basketball for
Wellington at both age group and
senior levels. He also travelled to the
United Kingdom for work where he
played for the London Latvian Sports
Club.

An injury shortened his playing
career, so he turned his attention
to coaching and developing other
players. Over a 30-year period from

1964 to 1994, Mr Strickland coached
the Wellington women'’s representative
team, the Marist Club team (winners
of the inaugural National Club
Championships), St Patrick's College
and the Wellington U16 boys'

team (winning the U16 National
Championships).

Probably his most influential impact on
the game was his contribution through
both governance and administrative
roles. He has been a Board member
and President for the Wellington
Basketball Association, a member of
the Saints Committee, Chairperson

for Capital Basketball Ltd, and Board
member and Chairperson for the New
Zealand NBL. During his time, he also
fulfilled the role as the NBL's General
Manager, making some significant and
trailblazing decisions, some of which
still influence the game today.

Long-time friend of Ray’s, Terry
Orchard, who was at the ceremony
says Mr Strickland’s devotion to the
game has benefited many others.
“The love, passion, dedication,
foresight, inspiration and leadership
that Ray brought to basketball has
been clearly demonstrated over the
40-plus years he was involved. Not
only has his contribution changed
basketball's landscape, but he has
been instrumental in changing the
lives of people he encountered within
the sport.”

Sadly, Mr Strickland passed away in
January 2021.



Rebel Sport 3X3 Quest Tour

There were 497 games played by
193 teams and 643 players across
eight categories (male and female
U15, U17, U19 and Open).

The standout events were Tauranga
(39 teams and 137 players) and
Auckland North (38 teams and

145 players).

The Tour was without a naming
rights sponsor at the start of the year
but was supported by Mediaworks
(Mai FM) and James Blond Rentals.

Unfortunately, due to the COVID-19
pandemic, the Quest World Tour
Qualifier final was not able to be held.
Post-lockdown it was decided not to
hold a final as the winning team would
not be able to travel overseas to fulfill
their winning title obligations.

The Tour recommenced for the
summer of 2021 with its first stop

of nine in West Auckland on 12
December 2020. This was a smaller
event with 23 teams, 90 players and
66 games. The Tour will continue into
2021 with two previously-cut locations
(South Auckland and New Plymouth)
added back into the Tour. Excitingly,
the Tour drew a new naming rights
sponsor when Rebel Sport signed on
in support of the rise of 3X3 in the
community.

3X3.EXE Premier

The 3X3.EXE Premier was cancelled for
2020 as the winning conference teams
would be unable to travel to Japan for
the final.

Basketball New Zealand



COMMUNITY

Towards the end of the year there were
also new funding opportunities for
basketball, with the Sport NZ Strengthen
and Adapt investment opportunity
driving a major consultation and review
of basketball across New Zealand,
which should lead to some exciting
developments in 2021 and beyond.

BBNZ's regional support programme
aims to develop sustainable
Associations and bring together

key stakeholders to ensure there is

a coordinated approach to delivering,
promoting and developing basketball.

COVID-19 restrictions limited the
amount of direct support and delivery
of community development services in
2020. As restrictions eased towards the
end of the year, we were able to deliver
major national coach development
initiatives in Auckland and Canterbury.

BBNZ continued the endorsement

of online services including The Huddle
(online membership and competition
platform) and Glory League (only
available to affiliated Associations).
Players can now self-register with
Associations using The Huddle system
as we continue to work towards a
complete and accurate membership
system for basketball to maximise the
opportunities available to our sport.

The Hoops in Schools project continued
to expand, with hoops installed and
launched in Tauranga and Gisborne.

A new Hoops in Parks initiative
commenced with Hastings District
Council and regional partners installing
community hoops in targeted parks.

In May 2020, the Government
announced funding in the form of a
Recovery Package to assist play, active
recreation and sport organisations to
deal with the impacts of COVID-19.

BBNZ was chosen by Sport NZ to be
part of the National Partner Strengthen
and Adapt Programme based on:

BBNZ's alignment to Sport NZ's
2020-2024 Strategic Plan

the potential of BBNZ and the
basketball community to help

reach target participation groups
and a significant mass of participants

BBNZ's capability and general
readiness for this process.

Through this programme, Sport NZ
seeks to move New Zealand sports
organisations towards being:

fit for purpose and future-proofed

stable and capable to support the
needs of participants and athletes
into the future

able to drive increased participation
through creating quality experiences

able to address historical inequities,
and inclusion and diversity gaps in
the basketball system.

During October and November 2020
BBNZ completed 24 focus group
forums in the six basketball zones and
more than 16 one-on-one stakeholder
interviews. From this consultation

and supporting research, 23 areas of
potential improvement in basketball
have surfaced. Within the 23, there are
13 areas being considered to identify
a small number of key priorities for a
Strengthen and Adapt funding bid to
meaningfully strengthen basketball.

Basketball New Zealand
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Focus group discussions and
Basketball Think Tank

To assist with the development of
possible solutions across the 13 areas
identified, a further six online focus
group discussions took place. These
groups comprised a cross-section

of people from within the basketball
community and across the sporting
sector.

This process culminated on 9
December, when 40 key stakeholders
from a diverse range of backgrounds
across basketball and the sport sector
attended a full-day Basketball Think
Tank. The purpose of the Think Tank
was to generate additional ideas

and solutions across eight areas of
improvement, ultimately informing
BBNZ's Strengthen and Adapt Plan.

2021 Application

BBNZ's Strengthen and Adapt project
team prepared a Basketball Strengthen
and Adapt Plan for BBNZ's Board to
submit to Sport NZ before the end of
February 2021.

COMMUNITY PROGRAMMES

A new National Referee Appointments
and Development Committee was
established in March 2020 and worked
on recommendations regarding future
referee and trainer development
programmes.

The main purpose of the committee
is to assist BBNZ in providing a
national framework for referee and
referee trainer development including
recruitment, retention, training, and
professional development — having
regard to the FIBA system and
requirements — and to recommend
annual referee and trainer training
and development activities.

The committee is chaired by the
National Referee Instructor, Peter
Rodgers, who was appointed to this
role early in 2020. The other members
of the committee are Ken Coulson,
Marty Davison, Stephanie Eldred and
Jilly Harris.

In 2021, BBNZ will release revised
referee and trainer pathways, including
the mapping of the new FIBA referee
curriculum to the new definitions

of referee and trainer levels, the
competencies needed at each level
and the development of new and
updated courses for referees and
trainers.

Despite COVID-19 restrictions, BBNZ's
Girls Got Game programme continued
its growth and popularity with more
than 1,000 branded basketballs

and other promotional resources
distributed to support programmes.
Girls Got Game was promoted by

Sal's NBL women'’s teams and at the
Sal's NBL 18IN18 in November.

Delivery of community basketball

— including the national junior
participation programme, Kiwi

Hoops — was negatively impacted

by COVID-19, but we worked with
national experts to ensure a safe return
to play as soon as this was practical.

COMMUNITY BASKETBALL
FUNDING

Community funding was also
impacted by COVID-19 as trust
funders saw revenue dry up. However,
BBNZ was able to distribute more than
$65,000 for community development
in 2020. This funding programme

is supported by New Zealand
Community Trust and targets the
delivery of Kiwi Hoops, community
coaching and referee development.

BBNZ continued to work with

Sport NZ in the delivery of community
sport. Sport NZ extended our four-
year funding investment by a year to
provide continuity during COVID-19
and $118,000 of additional COVID-19
funding support was provided through
the Reset and Rebuild fund. We
continued to work with Sport NZ's
subject matter experts on targeted
outcomes for the development of
coaches and officials, participation and
competition delivery, regional support
and participation insights.

BBNZ also worked with Sport NZ

to endorse more than $700,000 in
COVID-19 Community Resilience
funding to be distributed to affiliated
basketball providers.

ASSOCIATION FORUMS AND
THE COMMUNITY ADVISORY
GROUP

BBNZ hosted a number of Association
online forums during the year to

help with our collective response to
COVID-19 and provide opportunities
for Associations to connect and share.
The Community Advisory Group

was disrupted by COVID-19 but met
online during the year and provided
an important link between BBNZ and
Associations in the six zones around
the country during the Strengthen and
Adapt consultation.

We would like to acknowledge and
thank the Group members — Jill
Bolger (Southland), Clive Beaumont
(Canterbury), Damien Ekenasio
(Capital), Mike Ryan (Manawatu), Mark
Rogers (Tauranga City) and John Hunt
(Harbour).
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TEAMS AND RESULTS

TALL BLACKS

FIBA ASIA CUP QUALIFIERS
February 2020

Taylor Britt BeatAustralia ~ 108-98
Perth Wildcats Beat Guam 113-94
Hyrum Harris* h